and 5 are given on a different scale. First, the death rates per miRion living of the six age-groups were determined. Then the sum totals of these numbers were reduced to 100 and a proportional reduction was made for the numbers of each age-group separately. The length of the ordinate for a given age-group, therefore, gives the percentage pertaining to that age-group of the sum of the lengths of the ordinates of all age-groups together. Lung cancer (5941 cases). Cancer, all sites, lung cancer excepted (30,835 cases). (Fig. 1) . The numbers of lung cancer deaths in the Netherlands and in England and Wales, 1125 and 5941 respectively, were large enough to exclude the possibility that these exceptions to the rule might be caused by chance only.
. Note that in order to make comparison easier, the age curves in Fig. 1 and 5 are given on a different scale. First, the death rates per miRion living of the six age-groups were determined. Then the sum totals of these numbers were reduced to 100 and a proportional reduction was made for the numbers of each age-group separately. The length of the ordinate for a given age-group, therefore, gives the percentage pertaining to that age-group of the sum of the lengths of the ordinates of all age-groups together. Lung cancer (5941 cases). Cancer, all sites, lung cancer excepted (30,835 cases).
( Fig. 1) way, in combination with those already known for 1945, are given in Table 11 . Fig. 4 gives the age curves constructed from these figures. For a full understanding of the meaning of Fig. 4 it is necessary to take the following points into consideration: Cancer only develops after a long period of preparation, which in most cases can be counted in decades. Those who at the age of 80 contract cancer, do so partly because of a tendency to cancer years before-let us say at the age of 70. They are recruited from the group of the younger ones, whose tendency to cancer is also known, as it is given by the length of the ordinate belonging to that age in Fig. 4 (Registrar-General, 1947 
